
Collect for 5th Sunday of Lent

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace through the shedding 
of our Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Psalm 130

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!
2.Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
3.If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
4.But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
5.I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
6.my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning. 
7.O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem. 
8.It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Old Testament reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in 
the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord 
God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 
Lord.’ 

This is the word of the lord
Thanks be to God

New Testament Reading:Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, ‘In a 
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was 
a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a while he 
refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant 
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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